
 
10th Annual CHICAGO JAZZ PHILHARMONIC 

 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 
1. What ages are eligible for attendance at Jazz Academy?  
Students should be ages 10-17, or entering 5th grade – 12th grade in the coming Fall.  
 
2. What are the requirements or pre-requisites for application / attendance?  
Students playing instruments are required to have basic understanding of music fundamentals and 
ability to read music. Students must bring their own instrument. Jazz Academy does not provide 
instruments (unless you play piano; drummers must bring drumsticks)  
 
Students who do not play an instrument or do not know how to read music are encouraged to join the 
“Music Discovery” track which will teach fundamentals of music theory and reading using various 
instruments (hand chimes and drums).  
 
3. Why are there different tuition rates?  
Tuition rates have been set to make the camp accessible to as many students of varying socio-economic 
backgrounds – resulting in a truly diverse community of students.  
Despite increased tuition scale, the CJP Jazz Academy still remains the most affordable music camp 
offered in the area, especially as relates to length of day and number of instruction hours.  
 
4. What are “Jazz Alive” schools?  
The camp is designed to be most accessible for students that Chicago Jazz Philharmonic serves in its 
year-round “Jazz Alive” program in CPS schools. Below is our most current listing of Jazz Alive schools: 

1. Armour Elementary 
2. Chavez Elementary 
3. Carl von Linne Elementary 
4. McDowell Elementary 
5. Westcott Elementary 
6. Daystar School 
7. St. Sabina Academy 
8. Village Leadership Academy 

 



 
5. What is included in the tuition?  
Tuition includes a camp t-shirt (to be worn each day) and music materials (music folders, sheet music, 
handouts). NOTE: tuition does not include daily lunch. Please bring your own lunch or purchase in the 
university cafeteria.   
 
7. How are scholarships and/or financial aid granted?  
Students must fill out a scholarship form and submit along with their registration form and a $50 deposit 
to secure your spot. They must also request a teacher to fill out the recommendation form. Scholarship 
applications will be reviewed on a first-come first serve basis and awards will be granted as they become 
available but announced no later than June 30.  
 
8. Why is there a non-refundable but transferable registration deposit?  
Due to limited space (~150 spots) and budget, we must plan ahead to accommodate the needs of our 
students (number of counselors, instructors, adequate facilities and equipment). However we do 
understand that summer plans can change, therefore we will allow that registrations can also be 
transferred to another student (classmate, sibling, relative, friend, and neighbor).  
 
9. Is it a commuter camp or do students stay overnight?  
This is a day camp from 8:30am – 5:00pm. There are no overnight facilities.  
 
10. Where is camp located? 
The CJP Summer Jazz Academy is held on the campus of Chicago State University.  Instruction takes 
place in the Herald Washington building and Douglas Hall.  Lunch takes place in the Student Union.   
The address of campus is 9501 S. King Drive, Chicago, IL 60628 
 
11. Do you provide bus transportation to/from camp?  
Yes. Bus service will be provided from the South Loop (Daystar School parking lot located on 16th Street 
bet. State and Dearborn) and North Side (Linne Elementary parking lot located on 3221 N Sacramento 
Ave, Chicago, IL 60618) to Chicago State University each day, and back.  
 
The bus will depart promptly at 7:45AM each morning, and return to Daystar by 5:30PM and Linne by 
6:00PM. While the bus service will be provided free of charge, students must sign up for the service.  
 
12. Is the location accessible via CTA / public transportation?  
Yes. Please check http://www.transitchicago.com for more details.   
The closest El stop is the 95th/Dan Ryan stop on the Red Line.  The CTA Campus bus stop/drop off is 
located at 95th and St. Lawrence, on the north side of campus. 
 
13. Who supervises the students during breaks and between activities?  
In groups of 10, students are assigned one camp counselor for the duration of camp. The Camp 
counselor supervises students during breaks, escorts them between activities, and eats lunch with them. 
Students must check-in with their Counselor each morning and must check-out upon departure.  
Counselors are generally college-aged or above students that have been screened via application, 
resume, interview, and thorough criminal background check. Counselors are often also music students 
themselves and assist with instruction in and outside the classroom.  
 
14. What types of instrument instruction are offered?  

http://www.transitchicago.com/


Brass (trumpet, trombone, tuba, french horn), Woodwinds (saxophone, clarinet, bass clarinet, oboe, 
flute and bassoon), Rhythm Section (piano, drums, guitar, bass), Strings (violin, viola, cello), Voice (all).  
For students who do not play instruments, we offer the Music Discovery track which teaches basic music 
theory and reading using hand chimes, drum line and steel drums.  
 
15. How are students assigned to ensembles?  
Jazz Academy does not require auditions prior to camp. Students will be pre-assigned to ensembles 
based on experience stated on the registration form. On the first day of camp, band directors conduct 
observations to determine final placement. Considerations are made for musical tone and technique, 
ability to play complex rhythms, knowledge of music theory. Advanced younger students may play in the 
advanced level ensembles.  
 
16. What opportunities are there for students to perform at Jazz Academy?  
Students will be able to perform in a variety of settings during the course of the camp, ranging from 
master classes to jam sessions and semi-formal concerts. The student final performances, open to family 
attendance, will happen on the afternoon of the last Thursday of camp. 
  
17. Who can I contact in case of emergency?  
Sarah Pietlicki 
603-275-2905 (call or text) 
Sarah.pietlicki@chijazzphil.org  
 
18. What camp events are open for families to attend?  
Daily Performance Assemblies (outside arts groups) from 3:30pm – 4:50pm. Schedule TBD and Finale 
Performances, the last Thursday of camp 3:00pm – 5:00pm  
 
19. I love what your camp does. How can I help? 
Thank you! First and foremost we are looking for scholarship donors who can afford to support another 
child who many not have the means to attend this program. Scholarships are $200 for Jazz Alive 
students, $325 for CPS students, and $425 for non-CPS students.  
 
To make a tax-deductible contribution, go to http://www.chicagojazzphilharmonic.org/support/ or send 
a payment to Chicago Jazz Philharmonic, 1111 N Wells Suite 501, Chicago, IL 60610. Please make 
checks payable to "Chicago Jazz Philharmonic" and reference "summer camp scholarship" in the MEMO 
line.  
  
We can accommodate a limited number of volunteers. 
**Please inquire with Sarah Pietlicki regarding opportunities. 

http://www.chicagojazzphilharmonic.org/support/

